MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN (MSM)

ARE AT INCREASED RISE FOR HEPATITIS C

Hepatitis C virus (HCV) is most often transmitted by blood to blood contact. However, recent reports from E1ugope and
elsewhere suggest that HCV is emerging as a sexually transmitted disease (STD) among HIV-positive MSM.

HIV infection and/or ]mucosal damage caused by traumatic sexual practices and concurrent STDs may facilitate sexual
transmission of HCV.

Further, epidemic levels of methamphetamine use—including injection of methamphetamine—among gay, bisexual, and

other men who have sex with men are contributing to the transmission of HCV and may lead to endemic levels of HCV
infection in the MSM population.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HCV SCREENING

While not all MSM are at high risk for HCV infection, Hepatitis C testing should be offered to clients who:

* have multiple sexual partners
* are HIV-positive
* have ever injected drugs
* have ever shared drug “works” (such as snorting straws or needles)
* have tattoos and/or body piercing
* have a steady sex partner who is HCV-positive
as well as
* anyone requesting HCV testing
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